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BY BONNIE COOPER

Om_* of the breed’s leading type
speciulists today is Erbacres Damion
(EX-90-USA-5T). Owned by Select Sires
Inc., Plain City, Ohio, this line-bred bull
from the Dellia family has become
immensely popular here in Canada
because of his high type ratings and
ability 1o sire the show winning kind.

“Damion” is a product of one of those
brother/sister matings that you rarely
see anymore. His sire is Regancrest
Elon Durham-ET (Ex-90-USA-GM}. His
cam is “Purham’s” maternal sister by
“Encore”, Regancrest Encore Dulhig-ET
(VG-89-USA) Both are progeny of
the noted brood cow Snow-N Denises
Dellia (Ex-95-2E-USA-GMD-DOM-5%)
who rose to preat fume ot Regancrest
Farm, Waukon, lowu. In 1998 John
Erbsen of Erbacres Holsieins, Lanark,
Winois, who is also a Select Mating
Service (5M5) evaluaor for Prairie Stite
select Sires, wis looking for consign-
ments for the Hlinois State Sale. He
convinced Frank Regan of Regancrest
o consign an “Encore” calf from Dellia
1o the sale. Erbsen was so impressed by
the calll at the sale that he bought her.
The calf was Dalhia. He later mated her
ter ~Durham” which resulted in the birth
of Erbacres Damion on July 23, 2000
when Dalhin was 2 years old,

When “Damion” was born his sire
“Durhim™ was considered the most elite
type sire of the tme and being o line-
bred Dellia it only increased “Damion's”
chances of inheriting some of the
family's great type conformation genes.
Seolt Culbertson, dairy sire analyst at
Select Sires, acquired “Damion” for the
Al centre. “All of the breeding credit
neceds to go o the breeders of '‘Damion’,
[t T am so happy Select had the fore-
sight to let me acguire the bull, He
may have been the only brother/sister
sumpled bull for a long tme, but th
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mating really made sense o me. He was
the number 1 Parent Average type hull
sampled thi year and e delivered as
promised once proven.”

“Damion” was sampled through Select’s
Program for Genetic Advancement™
(PGA™) in both the United Sties and
Switzerland, He received his flrst LS,
proof in August 2005 and debuted w
number 2 for type. In November 2005,
e moved up o number 1 for tvpe, a
post he would hold for three more
rounds and again in January 2008, Since
2005, “Damion®™ has never been out of
the wp ten for type in the U5, ranking
first five tmes and second six times. He
i currently number 9 with a +3.17 PTA
t Predicted Trunsmitting Ability) for tvpe.
In Switzerland, he also came out with an
outstanding type prool and has been
popular in that market ever since, siring
many Excellent daughiers,

Here in Canada, “Damion” got his Girst
domestic prool in January 2000, He tied
for number 2 on the conformation list
and was awarded Superior Type. He
has remained in the wp wen ever since
and in the Euest proofs in August 2011
finishes at number 8 ted) with +16 for
type. He boasts a solid breakdown of
+13 nuemmarny sysiem, +12 feet and legs,
+14 dairy strength and +12 rump. An
astounding 90 of his 1737 classified
claughters in Canada are Good Plus or
better with 23 Excellent, 633 Very Good
and 923 Good Plus. His 1830 milking
daughters have a Mature Equivalent
(ME} avernge for production of 11,490
kg milk, 3.5% fat, 3.2%0 protein (217-209-
2243,

“Damion’ is very dominant in his
brecding pattern no matter what kind
of cow vou use him on,” says Charlie Will,
Manager of Holstein Sire Selection at
Select Sires, "He sires wide, deep-bodied
cows with exceptional widih throughout,
straight toplines and exceprional udders
with snug fore udchers, and high, wide rear
uciers. He leaves o straighter leg, but
with outsinding deep heel. Use him on o
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higher mill, dairy cow with a long lean
neck as he can shorten the head and
neck a hit”

Brian Garrison, a Select Sires sire
analyst, says of this bull, “1 feel the
respect that “Damion’ has gained with
the addition of his second-crop daugh-
ters has been eamed becaose of his con-
sistency, He is o remendous udder bull
siring youthful udders with great atach-
mients, udder shape and vdder cleft with
correct teat size, shupe and plcement,
He is o bull that compliments so many
cows needing width, power and sub-
stance in toduy’s world.”

Both Will and Gamison feel “Damion”
is = masteh macke in heaven” [or “Goldwyn®
daughters and grandduughters, o combi-
mation thar Will says is sure 1w make the
*exceptional tinhark kind™. "'Damion’
dauvghiers look the sume the world
over,” Will adds, “but the advantage
Cuanadian breeders have is a higher
percentage of the population is sired by
‘Goldwyn' or a 'Goldwyn' son, therefon:
you have many opporunitics 1o make
that magic cross, w create the “big time’
daughter.”

THE CANADIAN BRED

“DAMION" DAUGHTERS
Generating lots of excitement in the
showring last year for “Damion™ was o
junior 2-year-old duughier, Silvermaple
Damion Camomile (VG-88-2y ), First and
reserve intermediate champion at the
1.5, Western Fall National Show and
fourth an World Dairy Expo, Camomile
capped off the 2010 show season by
being first and best udder at the Royal

SILVERMAFLE DAMION CAMOMILE ( VG-HB-2y)
This “Damion” doughter wis All-Canodion amnd
All-American junior 2-year-old in 2010 and
earlier this year was intermediate champion at
British Columbia Spring Show. Bred by Ben &
Suznne Cuthbert, Ladysmith, BC, and owned
with Stanhope-Wedgwood, Victoria & Cobble
Hill, B.C., she made 9126 kg milk, 4.0%, 360 kg
fat, 3.5%, 320 kg protein (227-239-246) in her
first kactation,
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Agriculural Winter Fair. She was the
uninimous choice for All-Canadian
junior 2-year-old and the wop vole geer
for All-Americin honours, Bred by Ben
and Suzanne Cuthbert, Ludysmith, B.C.,
and owned with Stanhope-Wedgwood,
Victoria & Cobble Hill, B.C., her owners
suy her greatest attributes are her dairy
strength, capacity, openness and quality
of udder, She is the result of breeding
“Damion” to a Very Good “Goldwyn™
who is out af an Excellent-23, 3-5ur
“Trivmphant™,

2011 is also proving to be a great vear
for Camomile. She was first junior 3-
vear-old, intermediate champion anc
honourable mention grand champion
at the British Columbia Spring Show in
March. After travelling hundreds of
miles o shows, she [inished her 2-
year-old lactation with 9126 kg milk,
.00 Fat, 3,5% protein (227-239-2400.
Camomile has a yearling “Bolton”
daughter at the Cuthbens, and in July
freshened with a “Braxton™ bull calf who
is contracted to St. Jacobs ABC, If all
goes well, her owners hope 0 show
her again this fall at the major shows.
“Having this cow has given our farm 4
It of recognition and really raised the
lar For ourselves in terms of our own
goals in the future,” says a proud Ben
Cuthben.

The Cuthberts have calved nine
“Damions” at Silvermaple. Six of the
nine have scored Very Good ar 2 years
or in their first Inctation. The other
three sre Good Plus 84, 81 and 80, The
Cuthberts chose “Damion” for their
hreeding program mainly because of his
muternal line, Bulls [rom the Dellia
family have worked well in this
vancouver Islind herd and they liked
“Damion’s” extreme Good Plus and
better rting. As calves, Ben Cuthbert
says, “the ‘Damions” are nice growthy
calves, that lack dairyness and style.
They don't really come into their own
until they calve.” As cows, Cuthbert
says, “The ‘Damion’ daughters have
great mammary systems and they are
tall, capacious cows that stand out in the
lerd,” I he could make any changes it
would be 1o see a linle more dairy-
ness in some of the daughters and less
coarseness in the rear leg bone. Almost
all of their “Damions” are being bred
o “Goldwyn® sons like “Dempsey”,
“Goldroy™ and "Seaver’.

The Cuthbens are also working with
three other “Damions” of note in their
herd. Idee Damion Laces (VG-83-2y) is
an eleventh generation Very Good or
Excellent member of the Ravenswell
Lydin (Ex-92-USA-197) family. She is
projected to 13,064 kg milk, 3.6% Fat,
3.5% protein (307-298-343) in her first
lactation and is being Nushed. Sanhope
Tipper Damion (GP-84-2y) &5 o recently
fresh heifer backed by three genertions
of Excellent dams leading o the 1993
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GOLDENFLO DAMION EDEN (VG-87-2y)
Reserve All-Canadian and Reserve All-
American as o intermediate yearling in 2009,
this *Damion” daughter was bred by MacBeath
Farms Lid., Charlonetown, PEL, and is owned
by Gen-Com Holstein Lid., Notre-Dame-du-
Bon-Conseil, Que. A seventh generation Yery
Good or Excellent, she has a 2-year-old, 365
day recond of 11,739 kg milk, 4.4%, 516 kg lae,
3,69, 426 ky protein (257-303-288)

Reserve All-Canadian senior 3-year-old,
Stenhouse Muir A ] Topper (Ex-3E-10°).
And rounding out the group is Kingsmill
Ashlyns Angie-ET. This April 2010
“Damion” is @ duughter of Tri-Day
Ashlyn-ET (Ex-96-2E-USA-DOM-GMD-
5%}, the two-time All-American and once
All-Canadian.

At the other end of the country on
Prince Edward Island, Gordon, Malcolm
and Chris MacBeath of MacBeath Farms
Lid.. Charlottetown, P.EL, have also
produced a show winning “Damion®
and enjoved great success with this il
in their Goldenflo herd. OF the eight
milking “Damions” they have bred,
seven have gone Very Good as 2-year-
olds, with two at 87 points. They are
currently milking six “Damions” (five
Very Good and one Good Plus), have
seven calves or yearlings by him, and
are still using him when the cross is
right,

The MacBeaths used “Damion” on
their two main cow families — Goldenflo
Lee Angel (Ex-91-2E-27), a sixth gener-
ation Excellent or Very Good “Lee™; and
Goldenflo Gibson Smarties (Ex-91-3E),
i fourth generation Excellent or Very
Good "Gibson™. Both cows frace (ol
Very Good-87, 5-Star “Inspiration”,

Angel is the mother of one of

GOLDENFLO DAMION ELUSIVE (VG-89)
Bred and owned by MacBeath Farms Lid.,
Charloitetown, PLEL, this “Damion” completes
five generations of Very Good or Excellent.
She has two Very Good Tull sisters in the
Goldenflo herd and as o 2-year-old made 9121
kg mmilk, 3.6% Fae, 3.6% protein (195-183-214).

“Damion’s” best show winners, Goldenilo
Damion Eden (VG-87-2y), Eden cap-
wred All-Atlantic, All-Cuebec, Reserve
All-Canadian and Reserve All-American
intermediate yvearing honours in 2004
after being junior champion at Expo
Internationale Holstein Quebec, reserve
junior champion at Atlantic Summer
Classic and Autumn Opportunity, and
second at the Royal and World Dairy
Expo. Owned by Gen-Com Huolstein
Ltd., Notre-Dame-du-Bon-Conseil, Que.,
Eden has 1 2-year-ald recond of 11,739
kg milk, -.4% fu, 3.0% protein (257-
303-288). 5he is a maternal sister o
Goldenflo Allen Candle (Ex-92), a three-
time Honourahle Mention All-Canadian
recipient by “Allen”. The MacBeaths are
continuing to flush Eden's dam, Angel,
to *Damion” and have sold "Damion”
embryos out of her across the country.
“We've sold some showy calves out of
Angel by this cross, and one of our best
show heifers this year is her October
2010 senior calf by this cross,” they say,

The “Damion” cross on Smarties has
alsa producing pleasing results. Smartics
Ias three Very Good “Damion” daugh-
ters and “they are some of the best
young second-calf heifers in the bamn,”
say the MacBeaths, They are maternal
sisters to Goldenflo Lheros Bubble Gum
(Ex-95), the “Lheros™ who was Reserve
All-Canadian and Reserve All-American
S-year-old in 2009, The three include:
Goldenflo Damion Elusive (VG-89-3y),
Elegance (VG-87-3y) and Elegant (VG-
87-3v). All three sisters moved up in
score in August as second calvers, That
same day, another “Damion” in the
herd, Goldenflo Damion Eight, also
clussified Very Good-89 as a second
calver, making it o great day indeed for
the “Damions” at Goldenflo,

The MacBeaths originally decided to
use “Damion” because of his extremely
high type proof in the LS. “Damion’s’
great udders, rumps and show style
made using him an easy decision,”
they say. The “Damions” m Goldenflo
are tall, with great high, wide rear
udders and terrilic udder wxre, They
are wide in the rump with desirable
slope. They have pleasant demeanaors
and are easy to work with, The MacBeaths
find their *Damions” end to produce
significantly more milk in their second
lactation. “All our second-call Damions’
are well above herd averape for milk
production,” they report, They do share
some similar traits, however, that oeed
ter b protected when mating say the
MacBeaths. First, “Damions” tend 1o
be low butterfat producers. Some niy
also be a liwle steaight in the leg, shon
bodied and a litle light in the fore
ril. The MacBeaths are mating their
“Damions” 1o “Goldwyn™ sons like
satwood”, “Lauthority”, “Lavanguard”,
“Dempsey” and “Fever”,

As the MacBeaths conclude, =We just
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GILLETTE MIS5 DAMION (VG-HE-2y)

This “Damion” daughter was All-Canadian
senfor yearling in 2009 and Reserve All-
Canadian --H senior call in 2008, Bred and
owned by Ferme Gillette Ine., Embrun, Ont.,
she has o 2yearold recond of 14,216 kg milk,
3,600, 512 kg fat, 3.i%, 478 kg protcin (267-
279-305) in 305 days on 3K,

lowe big, strong cows with wide, comect
rumps and high and wide rear udders,
This is what 'Damion’ can provide!
Nothing looks better in the stall than a
row of cows with these tmis!”

“Draimion” has sired Toour daughters in
all who have captured two All-Canadian
and two All-American awards, plus
three Reserve All-Canadian and one
Heserve All-American prize, The first
show winning “Damion” (o attract atten-
tion in this country back in 2008 was
Gillette Miss Damion who was Reserve
All-Canadian +-H senior call that vear.
As 2 senior yearling in 2009, she had
another strong show season culminating
with frst aned reserve junior champion at
the Royal Winter Fair and Al-Canadian
honours for Ferme Gilletie Inc., Embrun,
Ont. Miss Damion has gone on (o
classily Very Good-88-2y and make
14,216 kg milk, 3.6 R, 3.4% protein
{287-279-305) us a 2-yvear-old. In 2009,
she wus one of four “Damions™ nom-
inated for All-Canadian. In addition
too the earlier mentioned Goldenflo

Damion Eden, joining them that year
was Libwerty PGA Damion Lazzie (VG-57-
2y}, who became All-American and
Reserve All-Canadlian junior calf; and
Roeshett Damion Riesen (VG-87-2y),
who was Honourable Mention All-
Canadian «4-H intermediate calf.

On the classification side, more (op
seoring “Damion”™ daughters continue
to emerpe each day in Canada, Among
them: Bonivista Dumion Lady (Ex-94),
who is projected w 14,037 kg milk, 3.4%
fat, 3.3% protein (282-261-293) at 4 years
for Bonivista Farms, Salmon Arm, B.C;
Karona Damion Miami (Ex-93), who
made 17,539 kp milk, 3.8% fat, 3.4%
protein (33:4-348-353) ar 3 years [or
Pierre Caron, Plessisville, Que.; and
Hamming Drmion Abbey (Ex-93), who
made 13,962 kp milk, 3.5% far, 3.3%
protein (288-276-297) a1 3 vears For
Hamming Holsteing Lid,, Vernon, B.C.

THE BEST MAY BE YET TO COME

Still going strong ar 11 vears of ape,
“Damion” moved up to Excellent 96
points on August 23rd. He has been
praised for his impressive dairy frame,
width and depth throughout, dairy
strength and how weell he moves on his
feet and I:_;L,-\. “He keeps getting better
with age,” says Charlie Will of Selec.

“Damion” has always been a small
semen producer and as Wil says, “he
has o small Factony, which may e a side
effect of the line-breeding, we will never
know for sure.” As more of his daugh-
ters win at shows, particularly now in
milking form, his semen sales have
continued 1o rise,

“Damion™ has always been appreci-
ated as o great type bull, but because he
has not really ranked all that high on
TP (Total Performance Index) or LPT
(Lifetime Profit Index) lists e has not

BONIVISTA DAMION LATY {Ex-94)
One of “Damion's” highest chssified dausghicers
in Canada, she is beed and owned by Bonivist
Farms, Salmon Arm, BC As a si-year-old, this
west coast daughter is projected to make
14,637 kg milk, 3.4%, 502 kg far, 3.3%, 480 kg
protein {282-261-293).

been used much as a sire of sons. Selec
sires has sampled o few sons, bur maost,
like their sire, look 1o necd more pro-
duction 10 compete. Select will know
soon il any of the sons make il as
prowen bulls, =We are sampling sons out
of “Damion’ daughters and 1 think this is
where ‘Damion's” greatest impact will
e for future generations,” says Will. “He
will be like other well respected sires of
the puast, a good bull to have in the
pedigree.”

“Damion is 4 successful example
of good line-hreeding,” states Will.
“Mayhe we can repeat this in other lines
1o continue o creste outliers for specific
desired trits.”

The stery on Erbacres Damion is fur
from complete. As Brian Garrison of
Select savs, *1 feel the best may be yer 1o
come from “Damion’, as more people
discover his abilities and vwse him o
their best advantage. Used on a long,
refined, angular dairy cow he can make
the “Bip Timer'. | truly feel he is one of
the best all-time conformation sires ever
at select Sires.” ]

Al Cowiclian Exhibition Grounds, Duncan, B.C
97 hesul
Jualge: Bk Theomson, Antigonish, N3,
Premicr Breeder: Stanhope-Wedgwood;
runner-up: T & L Cartle Lk, and J, William
Wikkerink Firmas Lid, (i
Premier Exhibitor: Westcoast Holsteins:
runner-up: Stnbope-Wedpwood,
Intermedinte heifer calf (11 entries): | & 3.
T & L Cantle Ltd, on Bockymwumntiin Goldwyn
Dromies ane Daetimcdabe Conon e 2, 1 William
Wikkerink Farms Lid, on Willswikk Duples
Connic.
Sendor heifer calf (15) 1, Westcoast Holsieins
Miss Spanky Stin-Red; 2, Image Holstelns on
pe Knowledge Sarh; 3, Meadow Green
Farms Lak. on Masudow: Green Adex Vaden,
Summer vearling heifer (11): 1 & 2,
Wostcoast on Tolamika Dundee Cliantelle and
Alley Goldwyn Coller; 3. T & L Cattle on
Rockymeountiin Sterlng Seir
Junior yvearling heifer (7): 1 and reserve
jumicr champion, T & L Canle on Ehrberch Gold
Treawty-ET (hy Bracdale Goldwyn: 2. Westooas
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on M5 Jubeanna 5 Aubum-Bed-ET and Mossan
Aurwchez Priscilla

Intermediate yearling heifer (53 1 and unior
champicn, Westooast om Pappys Goldwyn Rave-
ET thy Bravdale Gokbwynd;, 2, Sunay Vale Fanm
Lk, e Valleyville Goldwyn Rascal; 3, Stnbwape-
Woetlgpwasl on Wedpwind Ly Jispur,

Senior yearling heifer (10 1, Sunny Vale on
Tushammikan Dundee Fawn,

Junior 2-year-old female (8) 1, Weslooast
on Lowidgs Bedliner Trissiag 2 & A Sanhope-
Wedpgwood on Wedgwoomd Lacamie Lyn and
Sanbiope Pixie Shotthe

Senior 2aenr-okl female (G} 1 & 2, sunhope-
Wedgwood on Morsan Jasper Tilfany and
Wedgnwird Topper Goldwyng 3, T & L Canthe &
Dredterra Holsteins on Doelternn Marino Ally

Junior 3-year-old female (5): 1, Westcoast on
Muview Sonits Saewver: 2, Stanhope-Wedgwaood
& Morsan Fams Lid, on Ulag Goldwyn Canrebd-
ET; 3, Viewhicld Farms Lul. on Bremer-1 1L M
Farlsest,

Scenior F-year-old female (B 1, Stanhope-
Wedgwoand & Carkiir Holsteins on Wedgwornsd
Lomise Cralelwyn; 2 & &, T & 1 Canle on Tuviel
Goldwyn Licorice 1 aned Dellers Zgg Outside.

d-year-ald female (9): 1, Sanhope-Wedgwood

on Wedpwoud Dellia Jordan; 2 8 3 Westoost
on Monccden Goldwyn Cindbee and Lake-Prine
Advent Ava-Tsd.

S-year-old female (5) 1 and reserve graml
clampion, Manhope-Wodgwood & Marvin Van
Mueeshergen on Markwell Roy Davida-ET thy
Rovlane Jordan-ET); 2, Stanbope-Wedgwod
on Continental Dundee Lyza; 3, Viewhield on
Sapmwsnd Goldwyn Anne.

Mature cow (6): | and grand champion,
Westcoast on Quality-Ridge Champ Hope
(hy Calbrett-1 H H Championb; 2, Stanhope-
Wetlgweood & Carlar on Jessinda Allen Lula; 3,
sunny Vale on Poclmon Chimpion Venus
Breeder's Herd (2): 1, Stanhope-Wedgwood,
2, sunny Vale

Junior Breeder’s Herd ik 1, T & L Cdes 2,
Ben & Swesmne Cuthbert: 3, Sunny Vale.

August Holsiein Journal mailed on August 3rd
from Kitclheoer, Ontario, Post Office, Due o
uncertainties in the posial system and possible
variances in our production schedule, the
Holsiein Journal does not assume respan-
sibility for prior delivery of lssues carrying
mdvertising of sales scheduled for less than 30
days after our issue date.
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